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Vote is delayed on Love Field concessions

Council will consider
other options for
contracts in August

By RUDOLPH BUSH
Staff Writer
rbushi@dallasnews.com

The most divisive issue to hit
the Dallas City Council in years
was pushed down the road
Wednesday without public de-
bate or discussion.

A scheduled vote on two
multimillion-dellar no-bid con-
cessions contracts at Love Field
threatened to divide the council
along racial lines.

Instead, Mayor Tom Lep-
pert called the council into a
brief recess just before the vote
was to be taken.

Council members used the
10-minute break to gather in
clusters around the horseshoe
and hold private discussions on
how to proceed. Senior mem-
bers of the city staff and long-
time Love Field concessionaire
Gilbert Aranza joined them in
the conversations.

‘When the break ended, Lep-
pert abruptly announced that
the council wouldn't hear any
speakers on the issue.

“What we're going to ask the
staffto do is to come in with ad-
ditional options,” Leppert said.
“We've got one option on the ta-
ble. We think there are other
options that have to be [consid-
ered]. One of those that has re-
ceived some discussion is to
have an option where it's got an
open bid ...There may very well
be other options.”

When the council comes
back in August, the staff will
present those options, Leppert
said. The council will consider

them and take a vote as soon as
its first voting meeting in Au-

gust.

The delay appeared to be a
compromise that a group of
council members reached late
Tuesday or early Wednesday.

Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine Car-
away confirmed as much.

“That’s why I have a head-

ache. [ didn't sleep last night for
trying to get this thing to some
kind of sanity,” he said.

The council was set to vote
Wednesday on two contracts
that would have given — with-
out a competitive bid — more
than half the concessions space
at arenovated Love Field to two
firms that have been at the air-

MICHAEL AINSWORTH/Staff Photographer
Mayor Tom Leppert (center) spoke to Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine Caraway during a break Wednesday. Leppert called the
council into a recess just before a vote on Love Field concession contracts; after the break, he said the vote was delayed.

port since 1996. The remaining
space would be opened to bid-
ding.

The Star Concessions food
and beverage firm is owned by
Aranza, a longtime donor to
council campaigns. The retail
concessions firm, Hudson Re-
tail Dallas, is owned in part by
state Rep. Helen Giddings, D-

Dallas, and a blind trust that
controls the assets of U.S. Rep.
Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Dal-
las.

Aranza said thathelooks for-
ward to August and was not dis-
appointed by the deferral.

A spokesman for Hudson
said in a prepared statement
that the company “will continue
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tofollowthe prt
cess that the ci
council has e
tablished an
will eontinue 1
work with cow
cil members an
ANGELA the City staff”
HUNT asked Since Apr
for the Love
Fieldvoteto When  Leppe
bedelayed. publicly raise
concerns  aboi
the no-bid contracts, the counc

hasbeen on acollision course.

White council membe
have largely coalesced aroun
Leppert’scalltoopenall conce
sions space at Love Field |
competitive bidding.

Black and Hispanic counc
members have insisted that t
council support the staffrecon
mendation to grant the deals1
Starand Hudson.

Council member Ange
Hunt, who emerged as tl
swing vote on the deals, ha
asked her colleagues to delaytt
vote so she could study the co1
tracts and the mayor’s concern

Hunt said she didn't kno
what Wednesday’s outcon
would be until Leppert aj
proached her during the mon
ing meeting.

“The mayor came up to
and proposed what heended u
doing,” she said. “This is a goc
outcome, and it will get all tt
options onthetable.”

The delay will give the cow
cil a final chance to reach son
decision that doesnt bre:
alongracial lines, and thatisin
portant, Hunt said.

“What is even more impo
tant than commeon groun
though, is making sure we hay
the best deal for Love Field,” st
said.
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